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furnished the bulk of  the  immigrants,  for  at  the
present   day the   Roumanian   language   is   closely
akin  to  Latin.    Some colonists  were  attracted   by
glowing reports  of the  Dacian gold   mines, others
expected to find their El Dorado in the administra-
tion  of  the new  province.     Lawyers  and  doctors
were, of course, necessary to the civilisation of the
*' poor barbarians," and both professions were over-
crowded at Rome.   It is not necessary to assume,
as some writers have done, that the Romans regarded
Dacia much as our forefathers regarded Botany Bay,
and that the ancestors of the present   Roumanians
were convicts.    We can easily imagine  that  there
would be a general rush for lands in  the newly-
conquered country, and   possibly the  first   settlers
were not drawn from the first  families of the Im-
perial City.    The new arrivals intermarried with the
survivors  of the  Dacian race, and the offspring of
these Daco-Roman alliances perpetuated   the cha-
racteristics of both parents.    Hence it is that after
a period of sixteen centuries, we find  the curious
phenomenon of a nation speaking a "soft  bastard
Latin " of its own, and bearing in its life and in its
history the traces of its Latin origin, yet separated
by hundreds of miles from any other branch of the
Latin race.

The peace, which followed the triumph of the
Roman arms, assisted the amalgamation of the new
and the old elements in the population. Those
Dacians, who had left their country rather than
live under the foreign yoke, gradually returned,
when they saw that their fellow-countrymen were